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JAMES MILLER HOUSE
South Park, Allegheny County, Fa.

Ovmer: Allegheny County, c/o The Commissioners of Allegheny County,

County Offioce Bullding, Pittsburgh, Fa.

Date of Fregtion: 1804-1808.
Arohiteoi: Unkmown, 1f any.

Builder:s Unknown, but probably the owner.

2aent itiont This bullding has been restored by the County Com~

Number of Storige:

missioners within the past few yoars, and in general has been
eympathetioally dous which insures to it & long future life.

The original element ie one story high and the add-
itions each two stories, but second floors at &ifferent levels.

Mapteriale of Construgtion: The foundations and sll walls inoluding

£

the hoavy interior walls were construoted of lcoal eanistona.
The quoins were large etones which were dreseed square and the
surfaoe was tooled with a point. The lndiocations point to the
removal of the quoins whare the parlor addition was aitsohed,
and thelr subsequent dlepoeal at the corners of the addition,
The field or body of the wall was built up from much smaller
sized stones 21l laid in random beds. The parlor addition is
20 feot wide aoross the chimney end, snd was atiaohed to the
sitting room element whioh wae 20 feet and § inches wide, whioh
makes the rear wall out of line. Where the parlor addition was
attaohed to the sitting room element, there is & vertioal stone
Joint. This is hard to explain, if we acoept the explanstion
of the transfer of quoins from this point to the oormere of the
parlor wing., The floors were of wide boards, 6 to 10 inohes,
mostly of oak, tongued snd grooved, and nziled to hewn oak
jolete, Interior partitions were built of the eame kind and
eize of boards, The ooiling boards on the eecond floor of the
parlor addition are very wide, ssveral being about 20 inchas,
The present roof was put on reocently by the County Commieeion-
ors, and is meant to be a restoration of the orizinal roof.

It is of hand-split shingles. The original roof probably was
also hand.split shingle or ehakes of oak,

r st egords: The County Commlissioners have compiled some

written record, possibly from churoh records since this build.
ing was used at one time for church services, and for that reg=
oeon 1s called *The Manse™. fThe church record givee ae tha date
of the first ohuroh servioce 1776 which was possibly held in a
bullding, likely s log eabin, on thie site,
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Additional Data: This building was praserved by the County Commissionw
ars because of it's locatlion in an area whioh they had purchased
for a County Park, and also for 1t's historical zssocclatlons, 0©l-
ivar Miller, the father of James, made his wlll in 1782 and was
killed in the Whiskey Inswrreotion of 1794. His son is generally
agreed upon a8 having been the first white child born in Snowden
Township in 1763. He was the eighth ohild., Ollver HMiller was
supposed to have ocoms to this disiriot one year before. Jamas
Hiller began the duilding in 1804 or 1808, the two dates whioh have
been asoribed to it, The patent to the farm was granted on & sur-
vey made by James Miller in 1785. There is no doubt that some
home, likely a log ocadbin, preceded the stons house, but thsre is
no record of it. This house seems to have bser built in three
parts at thrae differsnt times. The low one story kitchen ele-
mont seems to have been the first bullding. There is evidence
that the original roof was about a foot lower than the present
one as there is & sloped Joint in ths stone work on the gadble
end. One snd of this kitohsn element was incorporated in the
next dbuilding which encompassed the sitting room. This addition
is ssveral steps higher than the kitohen, and on the south ele-
vation contains two windows, one on each floor which are five
lights high. There are no other windows in the whole house like
them, yot they seem to be contemporary with the other windows.
They are slightly greater in dimension than the other windows in
this wnit, but the difference is hardly discernsble from the inside,
because the chair rail whioh lines with the stool and apron has
boen slightly warped to tie them in with the other windows, The
inference is that thesa windows wers salvaged from some other
puilding, and were delibverataly used in oonjunction with the four
light high ones.

The foregoling information under the caption "Additional Data" has been
compiled by the Western Pennsylvania Arochiteotural Survey, a project of
the Buhl Foundation under the direction of Mr, Charles M. Stots, A,1.A.,
Besgener Building, Pl ttaburgh, Fa.
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